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ixis resistence in North Africa crumbled in May of 1943 with the
onslsught of the American forces, following thelr landings im Kovembenr
192 at Casablamca, Oren and Algiers, and with the steady, wirelenting
drive of the British Eighth Army from the El Alamein Iinme starting im
August 1942, (1) These forces, after meeting in Tunieia im April 1943,
nede their Pinal drive sgainst a determined ememy, which eulminated in
the smccessful concluslen of the Tunisian Campeign on 12 May 19%43. (2}
(See Map A) _ o

Five months prior to ﬂctory in Tumisia the mext military objJaotive
bad been selscted, In Jamusry 1943 President Fraoklin D, Roosevelt and
Prime Minister Winston Churchill met with thedr staffs at infa, & suburb
of Casablanca, to discuss the fubture conduct of tﬁe war. During this
conference the decision was made to imvede the island of Sicily es soon
as possible after the suscessful comolusien of the African Campaign. (3)
The cbjectives of the Sicilian Campaign were: To clear the lines of
commnication in the Mediterrsnean; to divert German strength from the
Rassian front; and to increase pressure on Italy. (4)

The invasion objective presented an ares of about 10,000 square
miles of rugged terrain, separated from the toe of Italy by the narrew -
stralts of Messina and extended to within ninety miles of Cap Ben
Poninsula, Tumisia., The terrain was mostly mountainous except for the
Catanian Plain in the southeastern section of the island, Excellent
assault landing areas were to be found along the entire four hmmdred

(1) 4-13, p. 10; 42, p. 873 (2) 410, p. 243 (3) &5, p. A2; A=),
Pe 23 “') Al, Pe 2. B .
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and eighty-five miles of coastline. (5) Mount Eine, the highest pesk of
the island, lying just north of Catania, rose to a height of 10,740 feet
from & bass occupying spproximately four hundred square miles, A mountain
range extended along the northern coast with ridges protruding toward the
coast and southward, becoming flat as they approached the coasial area.
Kumerous small r:l:ﬁréi's creased the rugged terrain., These were mainly
mountein streans, which becems dry during the summer months, Boads were
good but frequantly too narraw to accommodate anything but one-mymitary
traffie, The road and railroad beds, being cut through predo;ninantly mOUN=—
tainous terrain, eould be easily and quieckly blocked. ,

Hostile forves in Sicily included five Coastal Divisions totaling
about 61,300 men; four Field Divisions with a combined stremgth of
58,500; Army Ground troops totaling 57,000, and 31,700 miscellaneous
troops, This made an aggregate of 208,500 enemy trocps based on the
assumption that wmnits were up to strength, (6) Two German Divisions
were &lso represented; elements of the Herman Goering mvision, and the
15th Panzer Division, which was separated into three teams of regimental
combat team size, (7) (See Map B) |

The mission of the Field Divisions was to support the beach defense,
as a sscondary defense, and to resist the lnvader's attack by counter~
attack, TheSe Divisions were widely dispersed but their mobility was
such that a concentrated effort could be spplied within a few hours after
alert, The Coastal Divisions, although primarily characterized by static
defensive installations, were not regarded as entirely immobile. Seven
mobile graups,.which were a j»art of the Coastal Divisions, had been
1dentified on the island. These groups were equipped with transportation
and highly mobile assault wespons, In the event a Coastal Division unit

(5) A5, p. C-29; A=2, p. R; (6) A5, p. C-15; (7) A-5, pp, C-15, 16;
A=33 A2, p, R ' ,



was ungble to repel invesion it was their mission to hold the invading
force wntil the mobile group was organized and ready for the counter—
etteck., (8) |

Enemy air strength for the Mediterranesn srea was estimated to be
about five hmdred eighty-two (582) servieceshle planes, ineluding German
and Italian fighters, bombers and fighter<bombers. It ia of interest to
note, that in arriv.ing at this esatimated figure, the obsolete Itel_ian
| aircraft were rated as approximetely fifty percent effective as their
Germen equivalent, Thus, an arig:l.ﬁal estimste of seven humdred aireraft
was reconciliated {o the final estimated figure of five hundred eighty-
two, (9)

@ 12 February 1943 the first plamning instructions were published
by the plaming headquarters set wp in Algiers wnder the direction of
Gemeral Sir Harold Alexander. (10) The first Operation Instruction, dated
19 May 1943, indicated that the operation,;&eignated as PHUSEY", would
be under the supreme command of the Allied Commender-in-Ghief, General
Dwight Bisenhower, The Combined Naval Forces would be under command of
Admirel of The Fleet Cunuingham, the American end British Air Forces
under Air Chief Marshal Tedder snd the Combined Allied Ground Forces
comnarded by General Alexander, the Deputy Commsnderw-ineChief, Allied
Forces, (11) The Gombined Allied Ground Porces, later kmown as 15th
Army Group, was made up of the U.S. Seventh Army under the command of
Lt. General George_ﬁtton and the British Eighth Avuy commanded by
General Montgomery. Units included in the U.S. Seventh Army were: The
1lst Division, 2nd Armored Divielon, 3rd Division, 9th Division, 45th
Division, &nd Airborne Division, and the 1st, 3rd and 4th Renger:

(8) A5, &I C-15;3 (9) A1, pe 8; A5, pp. C-24, 253 (10) &5, p. D=1;
Pe A=2; (11) A~5, pp. D=2, 8; D4, 6, 7; D-1; A2, )
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Battalions, The British Eighth Army consisted of the Canadlan lst
Division, the British 5th, 50th 5lst, 56th and 78th Divisions, British
7th Armored Division and the British 1lst Airborne Division, (12)

The general plen indicated simultansous landings by ucits of the
U.S. Seventh Army along the coast from Licata to seogiitti atd British
\mghth Army landings on the southeastern coast generally from Pozzallo
to Siracusa. (13) (See Map B~1) OComplete air coverage over the hnding‘
areas, from fighter bases on Malta and Pantelleria and bomber bases in
Twnisia, was the reapﬁnsibﬂ.lity of the Allied Alr Forces. Artillery
support for the assault landings and initial ground operations was the
responsibility of the combined British and American Naval Units,

The airborne elements destined to take part im "OPERATION HUSKY®
were the U.S., &nd Airborne Division and the British 1lst Airborme Div-
islon, Of these two Divisions only the British had previously "hit the
8ilk® in battle. Ome of its units had made a sueccessful night jump on
a radiolocation station at Bruneval, neer Le Havre, Framce in 1942, (14)
Other elements of the Division had beem used in the fighting in Africa,
(15) The Division as & whole had not been comaitted, In each instence
separate parechute brigades or companies were used. The American £nd
Airborne Division was as yet untried in battle.

About the middle of May 1943, shortly after their arrival in Afriea,
the 82nd Division was given the mlasion of preceding the amphibious
1anding of the lat Division, on Sicily, and establishing amn airborne
bridgehead for that wnili, The 1lst Division was to land between Gela and
Scoglitti at 0255 hours 10 July 19,3. Intelligence information indicated
the msﬁm of ellemanta. of a Germsn Panzer Divislon in the eres of

(12) A=5, p. Ded; D3, 6, 73 (13) A=1, pe 6, T3 A=5, Po A~6; (14) 4-17,
PP. 50"52; (15) &-18, pP. 9, 19. -



Caltagirone, about 15 miles inland from this coastal erea. (See Map B)
In order to preelude an attack on the amphibious landings it would be
necessary to drop sirborne elements in the area during the might of

9 July 1943 to seize and hold the road net and surrounding terrain

. between Caltagirone and the sea, This mission was given by the Division

to the 505 Combat Tesm Reinforced, censisting of the 505 Perachute Regi-
ment; 3rd Battalion, 50/ Parachute Infantry Regiment; 456 Parachute
Field Artillery Bettalion; Cempany "B¥, 307 Parachute Engineer Batiel-

" don,and attached Medical and Signal elements. The remainder of the

Division was ordered to concentrate rapidly in Sicily by D plus 7 in

the 45th Divisiem or 3rd Division areas, as directed., The 2nd Battaliom,
509th Farschnte Infaniry Regiment, (which hed recently been redesignated
from the 503rd Parachute Battalion) was to remain in North Africa in -
reserve, available for drop missions as directed. (16) British Airborms
missions were, in general, the séizure of important bridges and surround-
ing strongpoints in advance of the British 5th and 50th Divisions in their
drive necrth along the easterm coast of Sicily from the Avela ~ Siracusa

_ area, where they were to make their amphiblous landings, (17) (See Map B-1)

The 82nd Alrbornme Division, under the command of Major Gemeral
Matthew Ridgwsy, lmmediately prepared a training program for the purpose
of preparing the command for the assigned task,

The parachute elements of the Division were initially bivonacked at
Les Angedes Alrfield, Oujde, Morocco, while the glider elements were
encamped at Marnia, about twelve miles towards the Mediterranean from
Oujda, A rigorous physicsl training program was established for all
persommel in addition to intensified training in the firing of all weapons
including Light Machine guns, 60mm and 8lmm Mortars. Street ﬁghuﬁg,
(16) 4~5, p. D=T; A=16, p. 5; (17) A2, pp. %%, 97, P
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commando tactics, bayonet treining and grensde practice were required
training for all, (18) Small unit tacties were then reviewed placing
ecnsliderable emphasis on setting wp defensive positions at night, The
Fifth Army Airborne Training Center waa established at Les Angades Aire
fieid for the {ralning of new jumpers, development of Alrborne Standing
Operating procedures and the Operation of a test seotion. (19) Adr
transport was supplied by the 52nd Treoop Carrier Wing, recently arrived
from the United States. The pilots were qualified for daylight oper-
ations over familiar terrain and were experiemced in dropping chntists
and flying in formation but were lacking experiemce in might flying
over unfamiliar territory, They immediately began their night traiming
in preparation for the might drop to be underteken by the 505. They
progresaed rapidly in these simple training flights and were soon flylng
formation without the use of regular navigationsl lights. (20)

Standard plane loading was dmlape& for all squipment and per=
somnel. The Combat Tesms then begen training as units, The training
area was of excellent slze amd possessed some varied texrrain, The
temperature, at times soaring to 120 degrees, presented the grga.tet
treining difficulty, Jumps were made in this area, Wth fall combat
loads, emphasizing assembly and tactics of defemse. Two large daylight
drops were made but further training of this nature wes cemeelled, In
the latter part of June a Combat Team dry run was executed using a model
of the objective in Sielly. (21) In this exereise only the jummasters
jumped, working fram "jump patterns® alresdy em the gromd, (22) During
~ the evening of 9/10 Jm, one momth prior to the operation, the 505 Combat
Team Commander, Col, James Gavin, with two Battalion Commanders ani three
Commanders from the 52nd Troop Carrier Wing, flew over the .objective areas
08) kb, b 43 415, o 3, A to cabty (19) A8, Tael. iy (20) a6,

b'3’ pe 55 (22) 4-16,

Pe 4, Incl, #35 A=15, p. 5y Prld to embt; H
P, 27, 28.




using the same route they wonld use one month later, The ﬁheélqa_ejnta on
the terrain showed up clearly in the moonlight and, although some flak was
encountered, the recommaissance concluded without mishap. (23)

After slightly more than a month of desert training the Divisién was
in excellent physical eondition, well quelified in the hspdling of all
combat weapons and had suocessfully participated in the training problems
requiring combined ground operations. (24) |

On 16 June 1943 the 82nd Airborne Divisiem began the adwinistretive
| move to the bivouac erea in Kairouan, Tunisia, in preperation for the
coming eperation., At this time the. Battalion Combal Team exercises
were getiing their initial trisls, as were the amall group glider tralpe
ing exercises in Marnia, These exercises were eall_ed %0 a helt as all
available aireraft were being used in the shuttle move of the Division
to the Kairouan area, a distance of about one thousand miles. The Cem-
bat M dress rehearas] jumps for the 505,§nd 504 Combat Teams, using
drop zomnes closely aimlating the actual combat drop zones, were like-
wise cancelled, Parachulists, who were in training at the Fifth irmy
Lirborne Training Center, were hurriedly qualified and returned to the
Division for duty, While the alrlift was in operatiocn, shipment of
persommel and equipment was also being made by rall, Organic trans-
portation pade the trip by motor moverent, (25) _

The entire 52nd Troop Carrier Wing was used in the might and day
shuttle, from 20 June to 4 July 1943, thms losing at least two weeks of
valueble training time which was supposed to have been devoted to DZ
locator training and use of radar control devicss, (26) It is importent |
to note here, that no unified command existed for the Alr Force and Alr-
borne elements during or after this period of training, Coepervation,
between the Wing and Airborne Division, was exvellent but cooperstion

(23) 4-3, p. 5; (24) M: De 45 (25) 5"6: Pe 5; %) -A"'é’ D.5, Incl,
#3, A-15, pp. 5, 6, prld to cmbt. ‘
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alone was ingufficient for the close team-work needed between the two
elements in their prepa:ration and execution of the combet operation, It
is of further imterest to mote, that air photos were seldom used as tralne
ing aids in the spotting of DZ's by the pllots of the 52nd Troop Carrier
Wing. (27) |

The elements of the British lat Adirborne Division had also perforn-
ed the same type of training es the American &2nd Airborme Division, They
possessed one advantage having preﬁously met the test of battle and
were intenasely aware of the fact that toughness snd physical fitness were
just as importent as mental alertness. (28)

As the 82nd arrived in the Eslrousn ares, the Division seettered the
Battalion Combat Teams in an effort to place the troops near their pro-
posed teke—off airfieclds. Ten departure fislds were to be wsed by the
82nd Airborne Divisien, (29) "Situstion Tents", where detailed plans of
the operation were worked over sand table terrain devices and maps,
sprouted iamediately throughout the 30 mile arc avcund Kairouan, (30)

The 505 Combat Team Reinforced spent their last week pouring over plans

of the operation using the photos, mai:s ard’ sand-tables to assure thorough
orientation down to the last man in the last squad. Equipment was elesnsd
and checked and by D mimus 2 the equipment bundles had been prepared and
were ready tc be loaded on the plenes, alresdy dispersed according to the
parking plan, at the departure air fields. (31) The 504 Combat Teem,
eonsisting of the 504 Parachute Infentry, less the 3vd Battelionm, the 376 |
Parachute Field Artillery Batialion, Company “C", 307th Parachute Engineer
Battelion, atteched Medical persomnel, and the 325 Gombat Team, made up of
the 325 Glider Infantry Regiment, 319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion’,
(27) A~6, p. 4; {(28) A-17, pp. 50-52; &-18, pp. 9, 10; (29) 416, p. 3;
46, p. 6; (30) 4-15, p. 7, prld to cabt; (g Ab, p, 8.
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Company "A", 307th Engineers, and attached Medieal persomnel, as yet had

no definite mission, They, consequently, occupied themselved preparing
plans A", BN, SC¥, ete,, in an attempt to anticipate amy situstion that
conld arise, (32) .

The bright, clear morning of D mimns 1 saw the troopers of the 505
Combat Team arriving at the airfields with equipment bundles and indi-
vidual parachutes. PFlanes were spotted, and plane-loads were led to
thelr individual a.iru'a_.ft. , The planes were then prepared for flight by
loading the para-racks with egquipment Mdles, checking faleaae mechanisms,
stowing individnal chutes, checking anchor cebles, door masking, and
testing the light panels at the jumpers' door., Retwrning to camp for
lunch, the mpers bathed and made last mimute adjustments to individusl
equipment, After an early evening meal the men returned to their aireraft
with ample time for complete checking of equipment by jumpmstars_'prier
to the final loading, One-half hour before take-off time the 3,405
combat-loaded warriers, staggering under the weight and bulk of their
equipment, emtered the aireraft, 227 C-47's and smxiously awaited their
introduction to battle, (33) Their abtack plan, as rendered in 505
Combat Team Field Order Number 1, dated 28 June 1943, is stated in sub-

* gtance as follows: "2nd Battalion, 505, "D® Eatterﬁ, 456 ?ieid Artillery
plus Serviee Deteshment will drop on DZ S% at H mimus 2 hours 39 mimates.
(See Map C) ﬁrgmizerand defend area as shown, Outpost Hills, C, D, E, |
and F, Patrol northwest to Margols River and secure idemtifications,

Block roads as indicated. Contact lst Battaliom, 505 and 3rd Battalion,
504. Prepare counteratiack plans, 505 f—_),

Service Company, 505 (=), 456 Parachute Field Artillery (-}, Company "B",
307th Engineers (-), and 307th Medical Detachment will drop en IZ ¥S% st

H mims 2 hours 49 mimuies, 456 Field Artillery be prepared to mass fire
(32), (33) &6, p. 6, incl, #3.




to impede or bloek hostile movement within effective Tange of its gun
positions in area indicsted, GCompany "E", 307th Euglmeers will sssist
in organizing the position by wiring (two strand) appreaches as indi-
cated. Have one platoon assist lst Battelion im capture of strongpoiat

Y and defend northern approach to Cembat Team Command Post,

emplane with Demolition Sectliem, reeemnoiter eross-

ing of the Gela-Sgoglitti Road over Acate O Dirillo, Recemmoiter this

~ road from Acate O' Dirillo west to 3rd Batteliom road block. Repert

locetion of mive fields, demclitions and defemzive works, Repert

's'brength, composition, and M’b of enemy forces encountered.

‘ Segtion with two squads of engineers will drop
on DZ "X* at H misus 2 hours 49 mimutes. Seize bridges and prepere for -

denclition. Awalt comtact with 16th Combst Yeam end 45th Division, De-
fond and demolish if attacked in force. Maimtain radio cemtact with 3zd
Battalion, 505, Rejoin 3rd Battalion, 505 if compelled to demelish
bridges. lst Battalion, 505, Battery "AM, 456 Field Artillery, eme squad

-

‘of Engimeers, one aqued of Signal persopnel end Service Detachment drop
~on DZ "S" at H mimus 2 hours 59 mimutes, Esteblish road klocks as indi-.

cated, Organize and defend the ares indicated, Iocate linmits of
strengpoint "I¥, Attack strongpoint "I" on my order befare dsylight,
Block end defend resd jumction, Contest 2nd Battalien, 505 and 3rd
Battalion 505. mm 505, Battery "C¥, 456 Field Artillery,
Service Detachment will drop on DI ®* at H mims 3 hours 9 mimates,
Bstablish and maiutain contact with strongpoint *I%, Be prepared to
attask "Y* on my order, Eleck road as indicsted, Seizme, orgamize and
defend Hills A and B, Sondpu‘brolstolineofrai]maﬁheméum
snd pond, Prepare rallroad for demolition at this peint, Comtaet
Demolition Section and 1st Divisiom, Patrels operating in this sres
w:IJ.'L contime to advarce along beaech from east to west to assist

13



landing of 1st Divieiom. Rum wire to Command Post of the 16th Combat
Team, Coordimate with the cm.mg Offieer, Contact lst Battaliom,
505, 3rd Battalien, 504, Demolitien Section, 3rd Battalion, 504 Service
© Detachment, 504, Will drop om IZ "Q at H mimus 3 hours 15 mimates, Block
roads as indicated and prepare hm-idge for demolition, Delay cnemy forces
mving south until daylight, I)efand mtil relieved. Mnta:ln eontact
with 505th Infantry. Contimns mission until espture of Nisceml by Combat
Team 16 at which time you ave attached to Combat Teanm 16," (34) (See Map C).
There was the plan! Chavecteristically ambitious and thorough, Every
Frooper knew his job and kmew it well, The plen was sound and vorksble,
The Troop Carrler Flan was to fly an mtar course, determined
in conjunction with the Navy, east to the island of Malta, then nmorth to
' Slclly and west along the coast of Sielly to a checkpoint, formed by Lake
Rivierre and the Acate River, where the formations were to turn imland
and reach individwal drop somes by following final checkpoints selected
from air photos. (35) (See Map 1) |
Ictﬁs!recallnaﬁthatinthis same gemeral area of Kairousm were
elements of the British 1st Airborne Bivision. (36) They, too, were
- making ready for their operat:l.nn, vhich would he carried out comcurrently
with the American Airborne Operation. The British had prepared for three
airborne operations to be directed against Sicily; ome glider operation )
for the night of 9/10 Julys a:ﬁtmpargmta operations, ome en the might
of 10/11 July, and the other on the might of 13/14 July., (37) On the
" night of 9 July 1943 a British Airlanding Brigsde (equivalamt o U.S,
" Glider Infantry Begiment) was %o be transported by air ani drepped ea the
east coast of Sicily, in the vicinlty of Siracuss. The plem was to drep
 west of Sirasusa, between 2210 and 2230 hours, to capture the bridge;
Ponte Gresds, over the Anspo River. They were also to capture the ecastal
(4) Mlhs  (35) A, Do B (36) &2, o 905 (37) Ay B 56,
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batteries north of the river and the éeaplane base in this area, (38)

The trip was to be made by ten Horsa gliders snd 127 Wacos, The power-
less ships to be towed by 137 aireraft, C-47 type, of the 5lat Troop _
Carrier Wing, e sister wnit to the 52nd Wing which wes transporting the
82nd Airborne, The gliders were to be relessed in the vieinity of the
objective while still 3000 yardg at sea off the coast of Sieily. The
Wacos appreaching at an ‘altitude of 1900 feet amd the Horsas at 400 feet.
The Waco landing zones were west of M;@M while the
Horcmmotolandinaﬁalﬂnear;mtam’andem‘idgesmthof

Siracusa. The route of flight was over the southeast corner of Malta to
Cap Passero, along the coast of Sieily, 3000 yerds over the sea to the
lending zounes, (39)

We can bast appreciate the difficuliies emcomntered in this oper-
ation by following the airlift and subsequent drops of both the American
and British airborne wnits simnltaneously, inasmmch as the take-off,
rendezvous, anl flight of the aircraft, totalling 364 plames and 137
gliders, originated from the same general ares of Eairouam, Twnisia. (40)

TIHE BSSPhULT .

9 July 1943 was hot end clear, with high winds developing im the
afternoon, typical weather for this time of year in North Africa, The
planss of the &ud cleared their fields between 2010 and 2116 hours. At
the same time the British Glider wnits were being towed into the air for
their readezvous, 411 aireraft tock off and assembled at the air rendes~
vous points without mishap except for three plames of the British form~
ation whieh were unable to get into the air, (41) The formstions began
their flight to Siecily as darkness descended, about 2130 hours. Flight
was at lew level for ﬁeﬁcﬂmms. The wind wes still strong and
flying was rough causing sirsickness among the men, The first hint of

(38) A2, p. %; (39) A4, pp. 57, 58; (40) &6, pp. 9, 10; (41) A4,
PP. 58, 59; A=6, pp. 6, 9; A-15, p.l, Sicily.
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difficulties became apparent when mesny planes missed the first important
checkpoint, the island of Malta, Obviously no correcticns had been madg
to compensate for the weather conditions being emcoumtered, consequemtly
many formations began.drif'eing from their courses, (42) A mumber of m&
pilotes becsme separated from their formations and went on aleme, others '
followed the formatioms of the British wmits to the Cap Prssero area,

(See Map D) Some flak and tracer fire was emcowstered as formations
neared the eea_.ét of Sieily, and this probably was instrumental in keep~
ing elements of the British formations farther out to sea than the 3000
yard 1imit which had been designated, The towed cargos of British Alr-
borne fighters approached their supposed landing zone sreas shorily after
2300 hours, They were cut from their mother ships inm the thirty mile per
hour wind which was still whipping the coastal waters below them, Becanse
naivorumseplmshaagnidedthairmghtataofarm to sea and had
not made allowances £or ths bigh wind, their gliders, after beinmg released,
memhleterminmﬂightlongmughtomaehthaomt_mﬂm
consequently landed in the choppy Mediterranean, It was estimated that

of the 134 gliders that made the trip, twelve landed on the correct lande
ing zZone, sevemty-five were strewn over the southeastern part ufrthe'
islend and forty-seven floundered in the sea. (43) A total of eight
officers and aixty-five men reached the Ponte Grande Bridge during the
night of 9/10 July and held it until 1530 hours 10 July, whenm overvhelming
eneny strength wres;ad that important objective frem their weakeming grasp,
"I'he timely arrival of the 17th Infantry Brigade rectified this serious
situation, Thay resaptured the bridge, advanced acress i, and the air-
b&nemapéguntookovar its defense, The glider loads which had
landed at the wrong landing zones went into sstion regardiess of how far
from the area of their essigned mission they had been dropped., They

(2) a6, p. 95 (43) A=k, pPP. 58, 59,
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attacked any hostile elements they encountered, caused confusion through-
out their erees, and substantially sided in the disorgemization of the
beach defenses, (44) All tow aireraft of this element returned safely

to their beses im Noith Africa,

A8 the flight serials of the S2nd Airborne Division approsched the
coastal areas of S8iclly, they too, were subjected to flak and tracer fire,
Meny pilota, in trying to evade ths concentrations of flak, broke loose
from the formations and became scattered over the southeastern section of
the island, Aocerding.to statements made by some of the men, a number of
these planes had their men standing and hooked up resdy to jump for 30 to
50 ﬁ.mtes while the pilots searched for the drop zomes. (45) In approash-
ing their likely drop zones, the planes climbed to an altitude of 600 feet
and tried to gel into a proper jump attitude for the exit of their troops.
- Most groups dropped between 2400 and 0030 hours. Parachutes hlossomed
along the southern coast of Sicily from Gelas, near the objective, to Noto
and Avolo in the British sector. (46) (See Mep F) The delay in the time
of the jump was en additional reasen for the extreme diffieculties
encomntered in sssembling, The moon had already set and the assembly
efforts had to be made in total darkness. (47) Many men, upon landing,
found themselves alome im an area or with three or four others, These
small groups immedistely set sbout the task of gathering more of the
airborne men and began their "guerrilla® like aoﬁoﬁa against the enexy.

The st Battalion serial, which was to have been dropped just northe
west of the crossroads above Gela, (See Map F) were scattered t.horonghly
over the island, One group of about 320 were dropped three miles north=-
west of Avols on the east cosst, They arganized inte mllgrnupsand
encountered the eremy in small skimishes, The group assembled at dsy-
1ight, attacked Avola, and made contact uith the British, in whose secier
(44) A4, pp. 58, 59; (45) 4=16, p. 6; (46) 4-6, p. % (47) A6, 7P. &,%.

17



they had dropped. Another group of the same serial landed in & well
Portified ares two miles northeast of their s.#aignsd drop zone, They
were effective in holding the enemy from the beaches, removing road
blocks, and stopping hostile armored movement. The Battalion Commandexr
was killed when the group was attacked by a German lank colum, Another
planeofthis serial umloeded its combat cargo near Marina Di Raguses, .

about half way between Vittorie and Noto, (See l!a.p F) This group
partieipateﬁ in the ea.p‘lmre of Ragusa, (48)

The 2nd Ba.t'l;al:l.on serial laﬁgmsgu £ Rag'asa, gbout 25 miles
from their assigned drop sone, and were attacked 'befocr.'e landing, A large

partofthegroupusemhledbeforemonofthsmthandattackedm

positions near S, Croce-Camerins, They took forty~five prisoners, then
went on to capture the towm itself, capituring 144 more prisoners, mey
met and overcame the enemy again esst of the town, them bivouscked for
the night. The following dsythermad west and Joined the Combat Team
Headquarters on the 12th July. (49) (See Map F)

4 growp of sbout forty men, from the Hesdguarters, 505 serial,
ocoupied the high grownd %ﬁh}ﬂ@&d net leading inlend from the
45th Division beaches on 10 July. They were oredited with facilitating
the landing of the 45th Division, (50) Their action demonstrated the
Initiative and aggressiveness which characterized the diseipline and
esprit de corps of the Combat Team as a whole, An enemy armored vehicle
vas destroyed as it approached the beach, several pillboxes were rendered |
ineffective and five officers and ninety-gix men were capiured by the
group,. . .

The demolition group, which was to have dropped near the railrced
bridge three ﬁles east of Gela, was #:ixby-five miles away, just
south of Siracusa, in the British secter, on the east coast, (See Map F)

(43 A6, pp. 10, 11; (49) A~15, "Sicily” p. 3; 416, p. 11; (50) A~16,
Pelle
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The majority of the perial of the 3rd Battelion, 504th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, droppeﬁ into an enemy assembly area north of Nisemi,
(See Map F) Many of the troopers dropping in this area were captured,
inclnding the Battalion Commander.

Elements of the 3rd Bettalion, 505, dropped neer Vitteria and
assmbledwestof}:hetmhiéckingthehighwayappmaph._ On D plus 1
the group was attacked by German Panzer elsments. Despite sericus los~
8es they held the high ground. later, under the direction of Col, Gmvin,
the Combat Team Commander, & vigorous countersttack was laumched with the
gid of Sherman Tanks, enabling the troopers to recover their dead and
wounded, They held this eritieal terrain without further contest. (51)

®I" Compeny, 505 Farachute Infaptry, less one plane, dropped on its
assigned drop zone. This group sccomplished its assigned missien, knocked
oul a blockhouse and several pillboxes ami captured numerous enemy, (52)

Throughout this initial pericd of the operatiom, isolated groups |
ambushed German patrols, cut telegraph wires, kmocked out tanks, repelled
counterattacks, talked the enemy into surrender, and fought him into
sutmission. (53) | _

Asgembly of the Combat Tesm contimmed and on 13 July 1943 its
strength was reported as 1648, At this time numbers of sirborme troops
were also being reported present-'by the other organizations in the area
vhich the airborne personnel had joined upon being sepsrated from their
own units in tho jump. (54) |

It is readily a.pparant that fully organized combat was impossible
due to the wide area over which the foreces were seattered, Nevertheless,
the confusion snd alarm creatéd in 'thg ranks of the hostile foress, as
parschutists and glider-borne troops descemded upon them over sueh a wide
area, is readily understood, This, linked with the fact that the forces

(51) &6, e, 10, 1; Ar15, "Sieily", pp. 3, 43 A-16, p. 125 (52) A-16,
P. 9; (53) A~16, pp. 9-12; (54) »16 Pe 133,
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dropped were exceptionally aggressive in hunting out the enemy and dis-
poaing of him in almost all situations, and that thelr true number was
unknown to the enemy, substantially assisted in the overwhelming success .
of the amphlbious lamdings., Farther proof of the succeas of the loper;ation
is projected in a statement made during the Nuremburg tﬁals,' by General
Kart Student, an authority on airborne operations in the German Army: “The
Allied AMrborne Operation in Siclily was decisive despite widely scattered
drops, which must be expected in a night landing., It ia my opindon that
if it had not been for the Allied Alrtorne forces blocking the Herman
| Goering Armored Division from reaching the beachhead, that Division would
have driven the initial sesborme forces back into the sea, I attribute
the entire succese of the Allied Siciliam Operation to the deleying of
German Reserves mntll sufficient forees had been landed by sea to resist
the counterattacks by our defending forces.” (55) |

It will be recalled that further airbarne activity vas to bo di-
rected on the objective, 4 British liara.ehuta operation had been plénnod
for the night of 10-11 July, The mission was to capture a kridge three
miles west of Augusta, and to orgamize ani defend the high ground west of
the town, Because of the speed of advance of the British 5th Bdvision in
this ares, the operation was unnecessary and wes camcelled. (56)

Throughout D Day (10 July 1943) the alerted 504th Combat Teem waited
at departure airfields, in the Xaircuan area, for the message which would
gend them on their way to joim the Pnew veterans of the 565, The negative
message fram the Division Commander had beem deleyed, snd at 1840 that
evening the Combat Team was released for a second day of walting, because
by that time it was felt that it was teo late to initlate the move., (57)

(55) &=15, "Sicily", p. 1; (56) &4, p. 57; (57) 4~16, p. 7.
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&t hours the following dey, 11 July, orders were semt from the
Division Commend party, aboard the MONROVIA, directing the Cembat Team
to drop om the DZ nesvest Gela. (58) (See Map F) Seventh Army, whose
Commsnd Party was also aboerd the MOFROVIA, was immediately requested to
notify all friendly treops of the airborme eperation. (59) At 0845 hours
a message was dispatched by Seventh irmy to all Commanders in the ares,
indicating the character of the flight, the altitude, and the approximate
time and place the parachutists would drop. (60) | It is of interest to
note that as early as 6 July, at & meeting held on the MONROVIA, Gemeral
Patton hed expressed great concern over the problem of notifying friendly
troops of the route of £light of the aaeand airborne 1lift, The Seventh
Aray Gommender further stated that he had beem tryinmg to get this infor
mation from the Air Gorps sinmce 3 July. (61) | |

The route of flight for the 1i4 planes, carrying the 504 Combat
Tean, was the same as for the 505, (3ee Mep D) The sbsence of the high
winds of the previous operation, aml the fact that the drep some was
behind our lst Divliaion lines instead of behind the enemy lines, gave
rise to hopes for a pleasant trip, (62) Despite the calm air and the
light of & quarter moon, some formations missed the first important
cheekpoint of Malta, and other plames lost thelr leaders, (63) The lead
planea of the flight approached the coast of Sicily about 2230 hours, then
turned northwest along the coast heading for the checkpoint, loke Bivierrs, §
near Gela. (64) (See Map F) As the lead plame reached Lake Bivierre a
burst of machine gun fire csme from the beach below. It was as though the
burst was a signal for everything below to open fire en the elaments of
the Flight all along the coast, Anti-aircraft fire from the Miied ships
and from betteries on the beaches tore into the slow moving tremsports full
of human carge. (65) Many of the plsnes crashed downward in a wvivid arc

(58), (59), A=16, pp. 11, 13; (60) A5, p, D=b; (61} A=20, p. 1; (62)
(6431%65)1 526, Do s (63) A6, e 115 416, po 7. S ’
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of flame, while others tried, hopelessly, to swing clear of the hail of
fire, (66) Planes foreeddmnalﬁng the coast were fired on by the shore
gans as the troopers tried to lsunch the rubber 1ife rafts from the riddled
hmlls of the fallem alrcraft. (67) Of 23 planes shot down, only 6 crashed
carrying thelr cargo of troopara with them, However, jumping from a
burning, erashing eraft was, in many instances, like Jumping ﬂ'em the
frying pan into the fire, (68) In these instances mmercus troopers wers,
during thedr parachuis descent, fired on and killed by m:rim troops on
the beaches, Many of the airborne soldiers landing in the 45th Division
area were engaged in fire fights with guards of the 45th Division, who
were not familiar with the paratroop umiform and who had previously been
varned of the possibility of emcountering German parachutists, One
trmpermkiﬂedbyaéuﬂdofthelﬂﬁthhf@tryh&mahedidn'tm
the right password, | (69) It vas later learmed that word of the .m»m
operation was delivered to the 45th Division but had not been received
by the 180th Infamtry. (70) It is rather ironic to note that the lst
Division, in whose area the parachute drop was to have been made, ldenti-
fied the belesgured troopers as a German Perachmte Regiment in its G-2
report. (71)

of the 144 planes which made the fliight, twenty-three were shol
down, eight returned with full loads, ameng which were four desd am sfx
wounded chutists. -Onme plane, carrying Brigadier General Charles L. Eeeran.
Jr., Assistent Division Commander as an obserm, failed to retwrm. (72)

Thesmcnm}aat‘rm, following the pattern of the 505, scattered
1%s silk over the island of Sicily from the aves of Gela, near the sched-
uled drop zone, to the area of Pozaallo, about sixty miles southeast. (73)
e MepE) ; o
(66) A-16, pp. 7, 8; (67) A6, p. 11; (68) A=16, p. 8; '(69, 70) &-16,

Pe. 35 (71) A6, p. 123 (72) 4=16, p, 8; (73) A=15, %Sieily", p. 53 416,
Ps + . .
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Thms ended the second day! An operation, which should have been .
1ittle more then an administrative move, became a bloody, costly battle
between elements of the same army, for lack of a litile information at
the right time,

‘The objective of the British airborne operation of 13/14 July, wes
to seize and hold the only bridge over the Simeto River, about five miles
south of Catania. (74) (See Map B~1) One Parachute Brigede (less ome-half
battalion), with glider-barne anti-tank guns anl engineer and medical wnits,
-was to execute this operation, The plan was to drop one parachute company
at 2200 hours close to the Bridge, to atizin maximum surprise, in an
effort to overrun the position baroré the defending troops could destroy
the ecrossing., This company was to remove the charges before the arrival
‘of the main body of chutists, at 2240 and 2328 hours, who were to defend
the area, At 2353 gliders were to come in with the heavier weapons for
enti-tenk defense, | -

The force, of 107 planes and seventy-two alroraft with gliders, N
departed the Kairousn area and headed for the Sicilian East Cosst, The
approach up the East Goast of the island was made sbout ten miles out to
sea, due to the shipping traffic and anti-aircraft zones, which extemied
11,000 yards out from the beaches. The approash to the drop sones again
vas faulty, Fifty-six planes dropped their cargo on or mear the correct
drop zZones, mn’q-fcsér loads were scattered considerable distemces from
their target, and twenty-seven aircraft returned to Africa without having
dropped their men, Of the gliders, twelve made suscessful landings, onme
landed in the sea off the coast, three were damaged on take-off and one
tow plane was reported missing. (75)

(74) A2, p. 995 (75) Ak, po 60.
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About 200 chmtists made the assanlt on the bridge. Thoy captured
1t and removed the charges. Five anti-tenk guns eame in, by glider, for
anti-tenk defense, Dering the dsy of the 14th, the strength of the forses
defending the bridge grew, as those who had ‘b.eem dropped some distance
frem the objective began to straggle back to the target area, Enemy
resistance contimmed s'bewl,j and af'ter darkness had fallen, the troopers
were ordered to withdraw to the high ground to the south. The bridge,
8tll1l intact, was reteken the following morning by the British XIII Corps.
(76)

Although the mission had been accomplished, the plague of the air—
borne, that of failing to hit the designated drop zone, was once move

forcefully demonsitrated. ' .

Following the debacle of the 504th Combat Team on D plus 2 in
Sicily, all further movements by air were eancelled. (77) Consequently,
the glider-lift planned for the 325th Combat Team and Division Head-
quarters of the &2rnd Airborne Division was not performed, )

On 16 July 1943, the remaining elements of the Division departed
North Africa by plane, with fighter escort, ani arrived at Ponte Qlive
Airdrome, near Gela, at 1515 hours on that date, 7

By 18 July the Division had completed its assembly and reorganisatioﬁ
with s strength of 4,309, and prepered to contime the attack, When the
Sicilisn Campalgn coneluded on 16 August 1943, the airborne was on its
way back to the training area in Africa, ready to try it again}

In analyzing the airborne opératiuﬁé .iﬁrsicily, we cen readily see
that a unified command over the airborne element and the air transportation
element was sorely needed. The two elements must work together as a per-
fect team, Had the enemy on Sicily been more powerful and sggvessive, the
(76) &2, p. 100; Ak, . 605 (77) A6, p. 9.
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scattered alrborne elements would probably have been captured or anihilated
during the first dey of combat,
The sirborne soldier mest be dropped :l.n concentrations, in the sone

. which he has studied, to gain the full effect of the rehearsals of his

pla.nofattack, uhichshouldbeanintogralpar’bofthepriorplanning
and training for an airborne assault. ias
mepersomelofthemamahonldbethomughh'traimdrorm

specific task of droppipg parachutists at the right time and the right
place, Their navigation can not.a.fford to go awry as it did in this
operation, : ' Ae b le.p?,?

| The shuttle movement of persommel byjzirwwas, indeed, a priceless
opportunity to enaet a drese rehearsal of the camplete operation, Many
problems, such as drop zone location by the air corps, night assembly,

effectiveness of individusl combet loads, and the experience of flying a

large tactical formation, could have been discovered in a mass jump of
this nature. |

There is little doubt that the formationa would have reached their
proper drop zones at the proper time, had some type of radar directionsl
control beern dropped with pathfinder perscomnel, shortly before the
scheduled drop of the Combat Teans, _

The planned drop time for the elemente perticipating in the D minus
1 1ift, left very little time for aussembly before moomset, Comsequently,
with the delay caused by faulty navigation, meny of the troops jumped in
totel darkness, which added immessurably to the difficuliies of night
assembly, |

The delivery of combat troops into battle by para.ehute. or glider
takes maximm sdventage of the element of surprise., To commit airborne
troops in a drop behind their own lines, such as the 504 Combat Team drop,
is unwise and unsound, The airborne's main prineiples of surprise and.
shock action are lost to the commander who so employs these {roops of
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" forces mmst be made sufficiently in advance to insure emough time for

~+Y at least, of all members of the team, The distinctive battle dress of

opportunity,

Analysis of the disastrous results of the drop of the 504 Combat
Poam, leeds the writer to these conclusions: Gommmisation to friendly
forces, informing them of an impending airborne operatien in or over their
sone of action, must bet:lnely. Commmications must be thoroughly ade—-
guate, and sbove all, whan received by subordinate eamiarders, it mnat
be disseminated to the entire command with all possible haste and thorough-
ness, regardless of the existing situation. Secondly, when antleipating |
; fiight eand descent over friendly troops, the decision to use airborne

_ dissemination of the information to all friendly forces. .

In the British Operstion of D mimus 1, the fallure of many of the
gliders to sustain flight to the coastline for a distance of 3000 yards,
- shows clearly that both the pilot of the tow plane and the pilot of the
glider mst be thoroughly familisr with the capabilities and limitations
of the powerless aircraf'i., It is obvious that no cognizence was taken of
the strong off-shore wind, which these gliders encountered, The release
of gliders at a comparetively great distance from the targa‘b ﬁoald, wm-
‘doubtedly, make the utmost use of the silent, speedy approach of the
craft, and would enhance the abllity to make surprise attacks om hostlle
inetallaﬁons. However, msking such a release over water, where the |
estimate of diétanc’e is diffieult, is not wise and, most assuredly, does
not cant_rimte to the morale of troope. S

£11 troops of en Army teem should be familiar with the appearance,

the airborne soldier was an item in which he took great pride, It was a
definite morale fector and played an important part inm ereating and
meintaining the 'beng?aness and aggressiveness which characterized the men
of the airborme. It must have been s disgusting surprise to the men of
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.‘ their surprise and shock action ean be attained.

the 504 Combat Team to have men of the seme Army firing at them becamse
of their inability to recognize the umiform, |

In comelusion, it may be said that the efforts of the Allied Airborme
vere not in vain. Many lessons were leamsd in the operation and new
policies were adopted to preclude a recurrence of the sally io Sicily.

Despite ihe wide dispersion suffered by the troops of the 505 Combat
Team and the British Airlanding and Parachute Brigades, they contributed
much to the success of the amphibious lmgs and subsequent ocampaigm.
Unfortunately, the drop of the 504 Combat Team on Siclly, coniributed
nothing but confusion and costly lessons on how not to use an airborme
unit, |

LESSONS

1. Complete and willing.cooperation.beiueen air and eirborme forces
mist be maintained during the training and operational phases of & combat
mesion, -

during the planning, training, and operational phaaes to insure success
of a combat mission,

- o/
© 3, Airborne troops should be. w:mly wvhen naﬁ.mm effeet of
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4. Pathfinder @:aupa, transported by high:l.y trainad air force

AN ekt gt i s

‘personnal, should precede the main airbome force and guide them to the

A s et Fa o gl X0

- proper drop Zone by the use of d.irect&.onal control apparatus.

5. The decision to use airborne forcas st be nade in suff:leient

1 DA Y R SRR PR - T D O LA T T e e

time to-disaeminate partinent- info:;mation o troops concerned, -

‘M..

6. Aircraft flight pla:ns mst be aimple. Over-water corridors

e R P

shonld be claared of vessels for the speeif‘ic time of flight, except :E'er _

guide ships to act as checkpoinis for change of direction, wher necessary.

[}
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7. Arborue troops, to be decisively effective, gust be amployed

1D pesse..
8, Full scale, realistic rehearsals, over terrain closely re-
-_—--—-""— AL i

senhlingthetarget,mptbeapgtofthgairanﬁaﬁ:bomatrm

phase of Weﬂ Oparatiem. | _ ' o
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